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Buddhist Center Joins Tribal Advocates and Local Residents to Oppose
Asphalt and Gravel Pit Development in Montana

By Justin Whitaker | February 16, 2023 n u n
. ﬂ

From ewam.org

Buddhists at the Ewam Garden of One Thousand Buddhas, in northwestern Montana’s Jocko Valley, near the small town of
Arlee, have joined with area residents and indigenous tribal advocates in voicing concerns about a proposed open-pit
gravel mine and asphalt plant in the area.

The mine and plant facility is slated for a 60-hectare plot of land on the Flathead Indian reservation—home to the
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes. The site is also less than a kilometer from the Ewam Buddhist garden and peace
center in an area surrounded by farmland.

Plans for the mine began last year, when Montana-based Riverside Contracting applied for a 20-year permit with the
state’s Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). Gravel is a key ingredient in highway construction and Riverside
Contracting is one of the state’s largest highway construction companies.

The Montana DEQ announced on 25 January this year that they would accept public comment on the mine’s environmental
assessment until 24 February. The DEQ has set up a webpage explaining the project and soliciting public feedback.

In a Facebook post dated 31 January , the Ewam Garden of One Thousand Buddhas sought help in raising awareness about
concerns brought forth regarding the asphalt plant and gravel pit. In particular, they noted, there were environmental and
cultural concerns which they felt the DEQ was not properly considering.

Ewam Garden of One Thousand Buddhas
about 2 months ago

Will Peace Prevail?

The Garden of 1,000 Buddhas needs your help fending off a proposal to put in an asphalt plant and gravel pit just up White Coyote Road. There are
environmental concerns as well as cultural concerns that the Montana DEQ is not really considering. The non-profit organization, Friends of the Jocko
Valley, has put together a great webpage listing information about the situation. They also have asked people to contact the Montana DEQ directly
listing your conce... See more
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Local residents have created a non-profit group called “Friends of the Jocko” to educate the public on their reasons for
opposing the mine. Concerns raised by the public include environmental impacts, noise levels from construction and large
trucks moving in and out, dust and light pollution, increased road traffic, and property devaluation, to name a few.

“We all love the simplicity of life here, our agricultural way of life, being able to live here and have clean air,” said local
resident and president of Friends of the Jocko, Jim Coefield. “This would take all of that away.” (Montana Free Press)

Coefield noted that a law passed by the state in 2021, known as HB 599, changed the way that the state permitted certain
projects, effectively opening the door for gravel mine projects across the state. He added that Friends of the Jocko was at
the forefront of pushing for more public input on these proposals.

“We’re kind of leading this fight because we got established early on,” Coefield said. “We have standing in a court of law,
and we’re willing to flesh out all these issues.” (Montana Free Press)

A former chair of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribal Council, Shelly Fyant, has also voiced her opposition to the
project.

“When a project that recklessly affects water, air, wildlife, birds, fish, and human health is dismissed as temporarily
inconvenienced, or having minimal or no impact, it’s a classic example of conflicting paradigms between capitalism and
subsistence economies,” Fyant said. (Montana Free Press)

Fyant continued: “I mean, my God, that water goes into the Jocko River, and it’s like a mile from the school, so there will
be air-quality issues that will affect the schoolchildren.” (Montana Free Press)

Below the proposed site lies an underground aquifer, which drains into the Jocko River. The Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribe has spent considerable time and money restoring natural habitat along this river for the threatened bull
trout.

Similar mines elsewhere have been known to affect water quality for surrounding communities, and dust from mining
activity can contain silica, a known toxin associated with lung disease according to the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

Fyant added that as a Salish woman, it was her duty to protect the land and environment.

“In our creation stories, the animals were preparing the Earth for the human beings, and they said humans are going to be
the ones with the voice from now on,” Fyant said. “So we have the responsibility to speak for those who can’t, and, as a
Salish woman, I take that responsibility very seriously.” (Montana Free Press)

See more

Jocko Valley residents challenge DEQ over asphalt plant, new law (Montana Free Press)

Opencut Mining Riverside Contracting Inc — Marvin Rehbein — 3415 Accepting Comments for Draft Environmental Assess-
ment (Montana DEQ)

Friends of the Jocko

Ewam International
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The very definition of idiocy. Didn’t the Buddha state that nothing was forever, yet this people are concerned with what the land owner has
a legal right to do? Idiots, all of them.
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